History of DNA typing for the human MHC.
The last twenty years have seen an exponential growth in the application of DNA technology to the field of Histocompatibility and Immunogenetics (H&I). Initially, this was confined to a few research laboratories. However, the development and application of several different DNA methods by many laboratories has led to the situation whereby nearly every H&I laboratory performs some DNA typing for the detection of HLA alleles. It would not be unfair to say that H&I has shown diagnostic laboratories in other disciplines how useful the DNA techniques can be. This review attempts to summarise the history and application of DNA methods in the field of Histocompatibility (Table 1).